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Study details

• Led by Jennie Oxley and Steve O’Hern 
at MUARC 

• Funded by TAC Community Road Safety 
Grant

• Literature review 

• Data analysis (ten years):

• Police/TAC data (CrashStats with 
more detail)

• Hospital data – admissions and ED 
presentations

• National cause of death data



Literature review

• Speed

• Intoxicated pedestrians (possibly 30-
45% of fatalities)

• Distracted pedestrians

• Driver behaviour

• Vehicle design



Crash data suggests crashes are declining, BUT…



Walking is the key way people access trains …

Main mode to train station from home Data source: VISTA



Little info on crash circumstances in data

Crash Details Frequency (n) Percent (%)

Definition for Coding Accidents (DCA) Nearside (100) 5,148 34.1

Far side (102) 3,306 21.9

Other pedestrian (109) 2,984 19.8

Emerging (101) 827 5.5

Driveway (107) 784 5.2

Playing, working, lying, standing on carriageway (103) 708 4.7

On median/ footpath (106) 420 2.8

Struck while boarding or alighting a vehicle (108) 409 2.7

Walking with traffic (104) 343 2.3

Facing traffic (105) 163 1.1



Little info on crash circumstances in data

Vehicle movement Going Straight Ahead 6,563 43.5

Turn Right 2,364 15.7

Turn Left 1,276 8.5

Reversing 1,012 6.7

Parking - into / Out 338 2.2

Leaving a Driveway 316 2.1

Other/unknown 3,223 21.3



Where?

• Areas with lots of pedestrians:

• CBD and inner suburbs

• Activity centres

• Around railway stations

• Major intersections and 
arterial roads



Council areas

Local Government Area Frequency (n) Percent (%)

Metropolitan Melbourne Melbourne 1,639 10.9

Moreland 626 4.1
Boroondara 568 3.8
Dandenong 556 3.7

Yarra 555 3.7
Darebin 528 3.5

Stonnington 522 3.5
Glen Eira 512 3.4

Monash 501 3.3
Port Phillip 482 3.2

Regional Victoria Geelong 561 3.7

Ballarat 238 1.6
Bendigo 208 1.4
Latrobe 154 1.0

Shepparton 126 0.8



Design for walking… you get walking

Travel to shops in middle/outer suburbs < 2 km Data source: VISTA



Walking almost as important as driving for inner suburban shops
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Design for walking… you get walking

Travel to shops in middle/outer suburbs < 2 km Data source: VISTA



Retail workers are much more likely to drive than customers

High St, Northcote – mode share Data source: Intercept surveys



Walking, travel and age

Data source: VISTA
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Retail workers are much more likely to drive than customers

High St, Northcote – mode share Data source: Intercept surveys



Recommendations
Recommendations under:

• Safer road users

• Safer vehicles

Safer roads – most relevant to LG: 

• Reductions in speed limits, including 30 
km/h in priority areas

• Traffic calming

• Safer crossing points and treatments to 
improve visibility of pedestrians

• State govt investment to deliver above



Thankyou

Report on our website under ‘our work’ and 
‘research’

URL:

https://www.victoriawalks.org.au/pedestrian-
crashes/

Contact

dburtt@victoriawalks.org.au

mailto:dburtt@victoriawalks.org.au

